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ABSTRACT- The notion of 'tribe' is a multifaceted concept that has been extensively 

discussed among scholars in the field of anthropology. The lack of clarity in the meaning of 

the term 'tribe' can be attributed to the heterogeneous nature of the groups it is used to 

describe. This is especially evident when taking into account the diverse cultural, social, 

economic, and political attributes of tribal communities worldwide. The intricate nature of 

tribal societies has resulted in a dearth of agreement among anthropologists, particularly in 

light of the present-day emphasis on recognizing the multifarious aspects of these societies 
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Definition and Importance of Tribal Awareness 

Tribal awareness, in essence, is a concept that covers a comprehensive understanding of the 

unique cultures, histories, and contemporary challenges faced by tribal communities. This 

recognition extends to include their distinct traditions, social structures, languages, spiritual 

beliefs, and the intricate relationships they maintain with their natural 

environments. (Rebecca, 2001). 

Tribal awareness is crucial in promoting cultural sensitivity and respecting the diversity of 

indigenous communities. It requires a deep understanding of their values and practices, as 

well as an acknowledgment of the systemic injustices they have faced and continue to 

face. (James, 2000) 

It is important to note that simply having knowledge of a tribe's culture and history does not 

automatically guarantee effective engagement with the community. There have been 

instances where individuals or organizations with a deep understanding of tribal awareness 

have still acted in ways that are disrespectful or harmful to the community. 
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This highlights the importance of not only promoting tribal awareness but also ensuring that 

individuals and organizations are held accountable for their actions towards indigenous 

communities. While promoting tribal awareness is important, it is equally important to hold 

individuals and organizations accountable for their actions towards indigenous communities, 

as knowledge alone does not guarantee effective engagement. 

Tribal awareness becomes crucial for several reasons, as outlined below: 

Respect for Cultural Diversity: 

For instance, the Ainu people in Japan were recognized as an indigenous group in 2008, 

which was a significant step towards the acknowledgment and protection of their unique 

culture and rights (Merry, 2003). 

This recognition came after years of discrimination and marginalization, which highlights the 

importance of promoting tribal awareness and respect for cultural diversity. It is crucial to 

recognize that indigenous cultures are not static, but rather dynamic and evolving, and that 

they play an important role in shaping our global heritage. By promoting tribal awareness, 

individuals and organizations can contribute to the preservation and promotion of indigenous 

cultures, which in turn can lead to a more diverse and inclusive society. 

Preservation of Cultural Heritage: 

Tribal societies often house unique knowledge systems, languages, and traditions that make 

up a crucial part of the global cultural heritage. The Maori people in New Zealand, for 

example, have a rich oral tradition and a unique language, TeReoMaori, which is a vital part 

of their cultural heritage and identity. (Linda et al., 2016) 

It is important to acknowledge and preserve these cultural heritages, not only for the benefit 

of the indigenous communities themselves but also for the broader global community. 

However, this preservation must be done in a respectful and collaborative manner, with the 

involvement and consent of the indigenous communities themselves. 

Socio-economic Development: 
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Grasping the specific needs and contexts of tribal communities is key to devising and 

implementing effective development strategies (World Bank, 2015). A counter-example 

would be the imposition of mainstream development strategies on tribal communities, often 

leading to cultural disruption and adverse socioeconomic outcomes. 

To support the socio-economic development of the Shariya tribe, it is important to recognize 

and respect their cultural heritage and incorporate their specific needs into development 

strategies. This includes addressing systemic issues of colonialism and ongoing oppression 

faced by indigenous communities, as well as promoting initiatives such as land rights 

agreements and resource revenue sharing. Mainstream development strategies should not be 

imposed on tribal communities without consideration of their unique contexts and needs. 

Importance of Tribal Awareness in a Multicultural Society: 

Tribal awareness is a crucial element in comprehending the intricacy of a multicultural 

society. India's cultural diversity is demonstrated through its numerous tribes, each with 

unique customs, traditions, and viewpoints. Acknowledging and valuing the diversity of these 

tribes is imperative for fostering national unity and harmony. (Rebecca. & traditional, 

1996)Traditional,(Warner, 2015),(Nicholas et al., 2003),(Ong., 1993). It is crucial to acquire 

knowledge about the distinctive cultural legacy of these tribes and strive to conserve and 

advance their customs and lifestyles. Promoting cultural preservation in India can enhance 

inclusivity and respect for all communities (Andersen, 2014). 

It is important to note that Indian tribes are heterogeneous and face distinct challenges and 

issues. Certain tribes experience displacement from industrialization and urbanization, while 

others encounter challenges in accessing fundamental amenities such as healthcare and 

education(Ghosh, 2021),(Rury, 2012). By recognizing and confronting these obstacles, we 

can strive towards establishing a fairer society that benefits everyone. Promoting tribal 

tourism can aid in heritage preservation and community income generation. 

The Warli tribe in India is recognized for their elaborate paintings that portray their daily life 

and beliefs, exemplifying their distinct cultural heritage. The conventional lifestyle of the 

community is at risk due to deforestation and land acquisition for development initiatives (-

Ann., 1999),(Minz, 2020). Promoting sustainable tourism by supporting the Warli tribe and 



International Journal of Research in Social Sciences 

Vol. 13 Issue 10, October 2023,  
ISSN: 2249-2496 Impact Factor: 7.081 UGC Approved  Journal Number: 48887 
Journal Homepage: http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com                   
Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories Indexed & Listed at: Ulrich's 
Periodicals Directory ©, U.S.A., Open J-Gate as well as in Cabell’s Directories of Publishing Opportunities, U.S.A 

  

121 International Journal of Research in Social Sciences 
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com 

 

their art can aid in the preservation of their culture and livelihoods. Caution is necessary 

when promoting tribal tourism to avoid the exploitation and commodification of their culture 

(Ibid). 

Tourists may objectify tribal communities for entertainment purposes, disregarding their 

cultural traditions and lifestyles. Incorporating tribal participation in decision-making and 

promoting sustainable and culturally sensitive tourism activities is imperative. Promoting 

tribal tourism can have benefits for cultural preservation and economic gain, but caution must 

be exercised to avoid exploitation and commodification of their traditions. Incorporating 

tribal participation in decision-making and promoting sustainable and culturally sensitive 

tourism activities is imperative. 

The Sahariya tribe in the Chambal region of Madhya Pradesh is an illustrative instance. 

India's diverse tribal landscape is characterized by a rich cultural heritage, societal structures, 

and traditional practices. It is crucial to sustainably and respectfully support tribal 

communities and their art while being mindful of the risks of exploitation and 

commodification(Drèze, 2019). 

This approach can aid in conserving their cultural heritage and sustaining their economic 

activities, and fostering sustainable tourism. The Sahariya tribe is among the distinctive tribal 

communities in India that merit investigation and endorsement. Indigenous knowledge of 

medicinal plants, hunting methods, and sustainable agriculture practices can aid in the 

preservation of natural resources and biodiversity. 

The Sahariya tribe has encountered various difficulties in recent times, such as being forced 

to leave their original territories, losing their customary means of subsistence, and being 

taken advantage of by intermediaries and merchants. 

To mitigate these concerns, it is crucial to endorse community-based tourism programs that 

empower indigenous communities and offer them a sustainable revenue stream. 

Collaboration among government agencies, NGOs, and local communities, along with 

ecotourism programs that prioritize natural resource protection and respect for local cultures, 

can facilitate this goal. 
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By endorsing these endeavors, we can facilitate the prosperity of the Sahariya tribe and other 

indigenous communities in India, enabling them to preserve and disseminate their distinctive 

cultural legacy globally. An example of such a project is the Sahariya Eco Development 

Society, which the Sahariya tribe in Madhya Pradesh founded. 

Despite the implementation of initiatives, tourism has adversely affected the cultural practices 

and traditional lifestyle of the Sahariya tribe. Tourists have been reported to visit the tribe's 

villages and take photographs without their consent or understanding of their cultural norms 

and beliefs. These actions may exploit the cultural heritage of the tribe and erode respect for 

their traditions. 

The society prioritizes sustainable livelihoods and ecotourism, including birdwatching tours, 

traditional handicraft demonstrations, and nature walks. The aforementioned activities have 

enabled the society to both generate revenue for the community and conserve its cultural and 

natural assets. 

The society has collaborated with governmental organizations and non-governmental 

organizations to tackle significant concerns such as healthcare, education, and land rights, 

which are fundamental to the community's general welfare. Replicating initiatives is crucial 

in enabling marginalized communities, such as the Sahariya tribe, to surmount challenges and 

attain dignified livelihoods. 

By taking this action, we can aid in the creation of a fairer and more environmentally-friendly 

global community. Some ecotourism initiatives have failed to conserve natural resources and 

honor local cultures. Ecotourism can cause negative impacts such as displacement of 

indigenous communities, commodification of culture, and environmental degradation. 

Indigenous communities in the Amazon rainforest have been displaced to establish eco-

lodges and nature reserves, often without adequate consultation or compensation. Certain 

ecotourism companies have disregarded the cultural heritage of indigenous communities by 

transforming their customs into tourist attractions, instead of showing respect. Ecotourism 

aims to reduce environmental impact, increase environmental awareness, and generate 

financial benefits for conservation and local communities. Nevertheless, as the Costa Rican 

example shows, it might have unintended consequences. 



International Journal of Research in Social Sciences 

Vol. 13 Issue 10, October 2023,  
ISSN: 2249-2496 Impact Factor: 7.081 UGC Approved  Journal Number: 48887 
Journal Homepage: http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com                   
Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories Indexed & Listed at: Ulrich's 
Periodicals Directory ©, U.S.A., Open J-Gate as well as in Cabell’s Directories of Publishing Opportunities, U.S.A 

  

123 International Journal of Research in Social Sciences 
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com 

 

Economic advantages for marginalized communities, such as the Sahariya tribe in Madhya 

Pradesh, India, may arise from this practice. However, inadequate management may result in 

community displacement and environmental degradation (Kabra, 2006),(Kabra, 2009). 

The Sahariya tribe in Madhya Pradesh's Chambal region exhibits a profound affinity with 

their natural environment. Indigenous communities possess a substantial repository of 

customary knowledge that enables them to utilize and govern their surroundings in a 

sustainable manner. The introduction of ecotourism in this ecosystem may pose a threat to the 

environment and the traditional lifestyle of the local community (Kabra, 2009),(Ghazala, 

2006). 
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